BY HUGCH S. FULLERTON.
Jim Thorpe, Indian athlets, prom-
ises to be-the most gensational buse-
ball player of 1914,
The astounding advences made by
this famous athlete in baseball have
furnished managers, owners, players

and experis with an object lesson that
threatens to overturn a lot of the tra-
ditions of the national game, and
compel a radical change in exlsting
and accepted methods.

If Thorpe keeps the promise he has
given during the fall and winter, [t
will be a triumph for John MoGraw
far greater than the winning of a
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world's championship could be, and
it will make him the greatest man of
basaball. It will be a tHiumph for Me-
Graw's method of developing base-
ball players.

Thorpe i the greatest athlete in
the world. He has proved it at almost
every style and kind of going. He won
the all-round championship during
the Olympic games, He had played
some baseball, but was only a medi-
ocre player, and a wretched hitter
in school and on the little team with
which he played and professionalized
himself.

When the New York team signed
Thorpe to play baseball it lookad as
if New York was merely putting over
a preas agent scheme. Thorpe earned
his salary last season In advertising
he guve the team. But McGraw evi-
dently had other ideas. There is one
thing about McGraw. If he has faith
in aplayer he will stick to him longer
than any other managsr would, He
calculated that Thorpe could run
faster, throw harder, jump further
and higher, and was stronger than
any athlete in the world, With that
material he set out to mnke a real
buseball player.

Thorpe was an awkward fielder, er-
ratie, a lunging, hard-swinging, un-
certain batter, and he had most of the
faults that would be considered fatal
in young players. McGraw kept him
while almost any other manager
~\Luld have fired him as a hopeless
prospect before the training trip was
ended. All last summer MoGraw
worked patiently with the Indian and
watched him.  He was satisfled,
Thorpe, he discovered, also had
brains, and the Indian was studying,
watching the actions.of others and
adapting himself to certain methods
of others.

Then the round-the-world trip
started. Thorpe had the opportunity
of watching different kinds of ball-
players, and pe suddenly cut loose




